
Our April Gathering
We will hold our monthly gathering on Sunday,

April 12th at 12:30 pm in Conway Hall. We will

participate in ongoing formation, recite the

Franciscan Crown Rosary and, after our

regular meeting and prayers, we will proceed to

St. Francis Church for Benediction.

If you are unable to fulfill your obligation to

attend the monthly meeting, please call Pat Simon

at 6103525390

“And we will be involved in the monthly meeting

as an act of worship and a building of

community.”

from The Lay Franciscan

Monthly Pledge

Communion Breakfast
Our annual communion breakfast will be in

May. As usual, it will be the first Sunday of the

month instead of the second to accommodate

Mother's Day. We will meet at Conway Hall and

proceed to the Church for 11:30 Mass. We will

sit together as a group. There will be a pot luck

breakfast after Mass around 12:30. We will sing

a hymn and crown the Blessed Mother. Our

speaker will be Fr. Quan Tran.

Prayer Petitions
Please contact Antoinette if you would like to

include a petition in the newsletter. A new list

will be generated each month.

• Ray  Emphysema

• Claire & Jack  Find Ass't Living Home

• Debra, Sandy, Patty & Liz  Employment

• Charles  Serious Heart Condition

• Cloud (5)  Surgery 3/9

• Rose Marie  Diabetic: Wheelchair

• Christine  Adoption: Sister's Children

• Scott  Hired: PECO Job

• Sandor  Preemie At Birth, To Be Able To
Hear

• Rita A.  Financial: Car Fixed

St. Francis Inn Needs
• 13 Gal. Trash Bags

• Dish Detergent

• #6 Diapers

• Toothpaste

• Laundry Detergent

• Travel Size Shampoo

• Prayers

• Pine Sol

• Bar Soap
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Formation Information
In April, we will have not just one, but two

guest speakers for the ongoing formation ses

sion. Our former Minister, Kate Klinert, will be

updating us on the region's preparation for the

World Meeting of Families this Fall. She will

also provide us with opportunities to contribute

to the fundraising that will support the re

gion's efforts there. Our second speaker will be

Ann Bradley. A fellow Secular Franciscan, Ann

will be speaking about her project  The

Emmaus Home, a residence for

developmentally challenged men at the former

St. Margaret Mary Church in Tinicum.

Food for Thought
66. The family is experiencing a profound

cultural crisis, as are all communities and

social bonds. In the case of the family, the

weakening of these bonds is particularly serious

because the family is the fundamental cell of

society, where we learn to live with others

despite our differences and to belong to one

another; it is also the place where parents pass

on the faith to their children. Marriage now

tends to be viewed as a form of mere emotional

satisfaction that can be constructed in any way

or modified at will. But the indispensible

contribution of marriage to society transcends

the feelings and momentary needs of the couple.

As the French bishops have taught, it is not born

“of loving sentiment, ephemeral by definition,

but from the depth of the obligation assumed by

the spouses who accept to enter a total

communion of life”.

67. The individualism of our postmodern and

globalized era favours a lifestyle which weakens

the development and stability of personal

relationships and distorts family bonds.

Pastoral activity needs to bring out more clearly

the fact that our relationship with the Father

demands and encourages a communion which

heals, promotes and reinforces interpersonal

bonds. In our world, especially in some

countries, different forms of war and conflict

are reemerging, yet we Christians remain

steadfast in our intention to respect others, to

heal wounds, to build bridges, to strengthen

relationships and to “bear one another’s

burdens” (Gal 6:2). Today too, various

associations for the defence of rights and the

pursuit of noble goals are being founded. This is

a sign of the desire of many people to contribute

to social and cultural progress.

~ Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium




