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Our January Gathering
We will hold our monthly gathering on
Sunday, January 10th at 12:30 pm in
Conway Hall. We will participate in
ongoing formation, recite the Franciscan
Crown Rosary and, after our regular
meeting and prayers, we will proceed to St.
Francis Church for Benediction.
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation to
attend the monthly meeting, please call Pat
Simon at 6103525390
“And we will be involved in the monthly
meeting as an act of worship and a building
of community.”
from The Lay Franciscan
Monthly Pledge

Prayer Petitions
Please contact Antoinette if you would like
to include a petition in the newsletter. A
new list will be generated each month.
•
•
•
•

Bill  (Family)  Eviction: Home
Dennis  Lungs (2 Spots)
Graciela  Colon Cancer
Phillip  Neck & Head Pain

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PM

Gerianne  Pregnant: Knee Pain
Geary Family  Jane's Death
Rosemarie  Vertigo Attack
Frank  UTI Infection
John  Alzheimer's
Loretta  Migraines
Paul  Depression

St. Francis Inn Needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Powdered Milk
Presweetened Drink Mix
Ketchup
Baby Formula
Toilet Paper
Disposable Razors
Deodorant
Men’s Underwear (S, M)
Men’s Undershirt (L, XL)
Men’s TShirts (L, XL, 2X)

Formation Information
Marie Gilligan will be leading our January
ongoing formation session. She plans on
discussion the Year of Mercy.
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Food for Thought
Pope Francis has now invited the whole
church to ponder God’s mercy for a whole
year. He has proclaimed an Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy from December 8,
2015 to November 20, 2016. The faithful
are invited to make pilgrimages, celebrate
reconciliation, can received indulgences, but
most importantly to experience God’s mercy
and share it with others. We are invited to
go deeply into this most important gift of
God, and to experience anew the
compassion and mercy of our God.
Mercy is very dear to Franciscans, in fact in
some ways, it is our vocation. An early life
of St. Francis, called the Legend of the
Three Companions, described our way of
life this way: This is our vocation: to heal
wounds, to bind what is broken, to bring
home those who are lost. In other words to
be merciful.
~ Fr Jeffrey Scheeler OFM
    
Many of us have been waiting for this Holy
Year, though we might not be fully aware
of this. We have a deep inner desire to live
the mercy of God. The mercy is the love of
God that He gives off free. It is the
expression how He looks at his beloved
children, whom He has created to his own
image, without citing our sins again and
again. In His mercy we can rediscover His
infinite love and also we can rediscover,
who we are, as human beings, as
Christians, and as Secular Franciscans.

we may experience the goodness of the
Lord, who invites us to be merciful, too. Our
vocation is to become holy, as our heavenly
Father is holy indeed. This means, that we
have to be merciful, too, as our heavenly
father is merciful.
The Holy Year of Mercy is a privileged
moment also for us to ask the Lord of hosts,
to show mercy on us all, to help us in daily
conversion, as a base of all of us to become
builders of the kingdom of God, and to
change the heart of the leaders of the
nations, so that they may lead the nations
in a better world, respecting the human
rights and the religious freedom, taking
care of the creation, and seeking the good of
all. We, Secular Franciscans have to
commit ourselves in the various areas of
public life, to pay attention to the
appropriate use of goods and of the care of
the creation. Each one of us has to find out,
where and how are we called to give our
contribution to the work for building a
better world, trusting in the presence of the
divine seed in everyone and in the
transforming power of love and pardon.
~ Tibor Kauser, CIOFS Minister General
Our General Minister's Letter for the Year
of Mercy, December 8, 2015

    
We need the divine mercy to open our eyes,
to open our ears, to open our hearts, so that
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